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The aim of this seminar is to explore the historical and
intellectual background against which gender
approaches to European integration have developed
over the last two decades. We will look at contributions
of several key theorists who analysed how women and
gender relations shaped the European Union and its
policies. We will then turn to some key criticisms of
gender approaches and reflect on potential future
developments. Empirically, it will be argued that
gender perspective provides useful tools to explore
„dark corners” of the functioning of EU institutions,
notably the Council, usually neglected by mainstream
scholarship.

Gabriele Abels is professor of comparative politics and European

integration at the Institute of Political Science, Eberhard Karls University,
Tuebingen. She holds a Jean Monnet Chair since 2011 and was Director of the
the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence PRRIDE (2015-2018). From 2012 to
2015 she was president of the German political science association (DVPW).
She was visiting fellow at the University of Osnabrück, European University
Institute in Florence, and Harvard University, USA. Since 2021 she is member
of the Constitutional Court of Baden-Württemberg. Her research interests
include: political systems of the European Union and EU Member States,
theories of European integration, gender studies and federalism. She has
recently co-edited The Routledge Handbook of Gender and EU Politics (2021).

Agnieszka Cianciara is Associate Professor at the Institute of Political 

Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw and Head of Department 
of International Organizations and Global Security Studies. In 2016-2020 she 
was Deputy Director of the Institute. Her research focuses on differentiated 
(dis)integration in Europe, EU external policies, European policies of Poland 
and France, as well as gender studies.
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